
The Honorable Lenny Curry 

City Hall at St. James Building 

117 W. Duval St., Suite 400 

Jacksonville, FL  32202 

 

Dear Mayor Curry:  

 

We are writing as scientists, scholars, and concerned citizens to respectfully request that you prioritize 

development of a comprehensive Climate Action Plan for Jacksonville that will outline strategies and 

goals to reduce carbon emissions, adapt to climatic and environmental changes, and create a more 

resilient community and region.   

 

Objective scientific evidence overwhelmingly indicates that humans are changing the climate in ways 

that threaten our communities and the ecosystems on which we depend. The Fourth National Climate 

Assessment, released by the Trump administration and 13 federal agencies in 2017, offers dire 

warnings for low-lying regions in the Southeast U.S., like Jacksonville. The report states, "The 

vibrancy and viability of these metropolitan areas, including the people and critical regional resources 

located in them, are increasingly at risk due to heat, flooding, and vector-borne disease brought about 

by a changing climate."     

 

Key findings of the report include: 

• “The combined impacts of sea level rise and storm surge in the Southeast have the potential to 

cost up to $60 billion each year in 2050 and up to $99 billion in 2090 . . .” 

• “Large ports in the Southeast, such as Charleston, Savannah, and Jacksonville, and the rails and 

roads that link to them, are particularly vulnerable to both coastal flooding and sea level rise.” 

• “Both the frequency and severity of extreme precipitation events are projected to continue 

increasing in the [Southeast] . . . These projected increases would directly affect the 

vulnerability of the Southeast’s coastal and low-lying areas. Natural resources, industry, the 

local economy, and the population of the region are at increasing risk to these extreme events.” 

• “The combined effects of rising numbers of high tide flooding and extreme rainfall events, 

along with deteriorating storm water infrastructure, are increasing the frequency and magnitude 

of coastal and lowland flood events.” 

• “Infrastructure, particularly roads, bridges, coastal properties, and urban drainage, is vulnerable 

to climate change and climate-related events.” 

• “Higher sea levels will cause the storm surges from tropical storms to travel farther inland than 

in the past, impacting more coastal properties.”  

• “This assessment shows that more immediate and substantial global greenhouse gas emissions 

reductions, as well as regional adaptation efforts, would be needed to avoid the most severe 

consequences in the long term.” 

 

The Fourth National Climate Assessment is consistent with the Fifth Assessment Report released by 

the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 2014 and the IPCC Special 

Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C in 2018.  The conclusions of the IPCC reports are startling: 

Warming will lead to substantially more poverty, extreme heat, sea level rise, habitat loss, and drought. 

 



While all of these reports project severe consequences from climate change, they also provide 

strategies and mitigation scenarios that present opportunities to strengthen our economy and create a 

more resilient community.  

 

This is a global problem that will only be resolved if every city, county, state, and country do their part 

to implement adaptation and mitigation strategies and dramatically reduce carbon emissions.   

 

It is crucial for Jacksonville to develop a Climate Action Plan as quickly as possible and to begin 

taking steps immediately to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change. The first key step is for 

Jacksonville to hire a Chief Resilience Officer or Sustainability Officer with the expertise and skills to 

facilitate an integrated planning process that involves all relevant stakeholders, city departments, 

boards, independent authorities, local governments, and state agencies. Currently, Jacksonville is the 

only major city in Florida that does not have such a position as part of city government. This 

suggestion reiterates one of the major recommendations within a recent report from Jacksonville’s 

Adaptation Action Area Working Group and is in line with the recent decision by Governor DeSantis 

to appoint the first Chief Resilience Officer for the entire state of Florida. 

 

We represent diverse areas of expertise and would welcome the opportunity to brief you and other 

members of city government on the climate science relevant to Jacksonville and potential adaptation 

and mitigation strategies. Your support and leadership on this urgent issue are critical for the future of 

Jacksonville and the region. Please consider us a resource that is available to help you and your 

colleagues plan a bright future for Jacksonville.    

 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Adam Rosenblatt  Dept. of Biology, University of North Florida (UNF) 

    Email: adam.rosenblatt@unf.edu 

    Phone: 904-620-1850 

Dr. Mike Aspinwall  Dept. of Biology, UNF 

Dr. Josh Gellers   Dept. of Political Science & Public Administration, UNF 

Dr. Jennifer Lieberman English Dept., UNF 

Dr. Heather Truelove  Dept. of Psychology, UNF 

Dr. David Jaffee  Dept. of Sociology, UNF 

Dr. David Fenner  Dept. of Philosophy & Religious Studies, UNF 

Dr. Jeremy Stalker  Dept. of Biology & Marine Science, Jacksonville University (JU) 

Dr. Quinton White  Dept. of Biology & Marine Science, JU 

Dr. Ashley Johnson  Dept. of Social Science, JU 

Ms. Britta Hoffmann  Dept. of Biology, Florida State College at Jacksonville 

 

 


